Full Version: Act Like a Professional (Closed)
From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#1]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
In light of the "Narc" thread (which I thought contributed quite a bit of good advice), I've been thinking about the value of moral high ground and behaving like a professional, and what uses it actually has in the business of Comics.  Why? Because at the end of dinner, the best reaction to that thread that Paul and I could reach was "Creators who are slow and don't produce work still seem to get hired, but somebody who bitches, backbites and whines usually doesn't."  And since comics boards are usually full of descriptions of creators' terrible behavior, how about we post about the professional, courteous behavior -- especially under circumstances when it would've felt really good to be an asshole?  My most recent one was watching poor exhausted Neil Gaiman do panels and signings all day, do the keynote speech at dinner,a 4-hour CBLDF auction, and still be cheerful and gracious to all the hangers-on who followed him back to the consuite. By that time, he'd far past earned the right to be a crank. Instead, he sat at a table of onlookers, telling them all about Jerry Springer, the Musical.

Message 603.2 was deleted

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#3]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
I'm always impressed with the demeanor of any creator who, when signing at a convention, doesn't scream at the fan who gives him 30 books to sign.

They smile, say thanks for buying the books and being a fan, and sign them all.

As someone who used to wait on lines for sigs in younger days, it always infuriated me when a collector did that. But then once I switched over to writing comics and did a few signings, I saw it differently. I was at the DC booth at WWC this year, signing the occasional comic or sketchbook or program, when a fan walked up to the writer next to me and presented him with a BIG stack of comics.

The writer was a gentleman. He smiled, chatted the guy up and signed each and every book. The fan walked away happy, and I believe the writer felt good someone had REALLY gotten into his work.

That was an inspirational model of behavior for me.

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#4]  27 Oct 2005 To: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#3] 27 Oct 2005

They smile, say thanks for buying the books and being a fan, and sign them all.   You'll find, as you start to do organised signings, that the huge-stack-of-books guy needs to be handled differently. Simply because, while you're working through his ton of books, there's a bunch of people standing behind him. The way I handle this is to grab out a dozen or twenty, and ask him that, if he wants any more signed, he go round in the queue again. Frankly, I'm not lightning, and the box-of-books guy can really put a long wait on the rest of the queue.

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#5]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#4] 27 Oct 2005

Good advice.

I look forward to the day when I have written enough that there can actually BE a guy with a big stack for me to sign.

Although, at the day-of-release signing for my debut, there were a few people who bought multiple copies for friends/relatives. That felt great, greeting people who were buying comics for OTHER people, non-readers.

But that's slightly off-topic, so I'll say adieu.

From: rob g (ROB_G) [#6]  27 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#1] 27 Oct 2005

rick and i have a sort of motto we follow that is "WWJD" which stands for "what would jim (lee) do?". he conducts himself in the most professional manner i've seen in comics. super nice guy, never talks shit on people, never mouths off on the internet, always willing to go the extra mile for the fans.

so when we are faced with a possible drama, we say what would jim do? would he punch this guy in the face? would he fly into a rant over a disrepectful post on the internet? etc. and usually it brings our focus back.

so basically, as others have stated, i feel it's best to emulate someone that you feel behaves with the most composure and professionalism.

another good motto from a movie i am too embarassed to mention the title is: "be nice......until it's time to not be nice."

--r

From: Raj Subramanian (RSUBRAMA) [#7]  27 Oct 2005 To: rob g (ROB_G) [#6] 27 Oct 2005

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#8]  27 Oct 2005 To: rob g (ROB_G) [#6] 27 Oct 2005

Jim Lee smacks people around all the time. They usually take fans who look small enough aside at signings, telling them they've won "personal time" with Jim. Then Jim beats the shit out of them in an alley.

From: Chris Arrant (CHRISARRANT) [#9]  27 Oct 2005 To: rob g (ROB_G) [#6] 27 Oct 2005

Jim Lee's got a degree in medical science, I believe. He knows more ways to kill a man than any of us...

well, except for Warren. I'm sure he's imagined all sorts.

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#10]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Also, it's totally unprofessional to make up stories about fellow professionals and them disseminate them as truth.

Which happens more often than you'd think.

I used to watch the way Alan Moore comported himself at the old London comic marts in the 80s. That man knew how to handle himself and how to treat people.

Of course, he was repaid by being stampeded by mad fans at conventions, his then-wife being trampled on by hordes waving comics and scraps of paper to be signed.

From: ShawnJDouglas [#11]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#10] 27 Oct 2005

That should be adapted into a comic.

It could be a horror comic.

NIGHT OF THE LIVING FANBOYS: A TALE OF SURVIVAL BY ALAN MOORE

It could then be turned into a very bad mainstream movie.

But what do I know?

-SJD

From: colleendoran [#12]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Walt and Weezie Simonson are the bestest of all possible pro type people. They are so courteous, and kind to everyone they ever met, fan or pro. I just love them. I never saw them behave in anything like an unprofessional manner and even the most ungracious fan was laughed off or ignored instead of carpet bombed.

c

 EDIT: SimonsON...oops.

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#13]  27 Oct 2005 To: rob g (ROB_G) [#6] 27 Oct 2005

<<k and i have a sort of motto we follow that is "WWJD" which stands for "what would jim (lee) do?">>

Having both interviewed Jim and seen him in action at cons, I say that's an outstanding motto to follow.

From: rob g (ROB_G) [#14]  27 Oct 2005 To: Raj Subramanian (RSUBRAMA) [#7] 27 Oct 2005

i have to admit that i love this terrible, terrible movie. sam eliott is such a bad ass in it and the cheeseball dialogue R U L E S.

--r

From: rob g (ROB_G) [#15]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#8] 27 Oct 2005

haha. the face you see before you die.

--r

From: KevinColden [#16]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#4] 27 Oct 2005

I've always gotten the impression that the guys who carry boxes full of books to get signed are more often than not retailers getting them signed just to turn around and sell them.

Do you find that this is the case, or are they usually actual fans in your experience? (And if you do come across an obvious retailer do you sign a few of the books "Warren Elvis" just out of spite?)

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#17]  27 Oct 2005 To: KevinColden [#16] 27 Oct 2005

Do you find that this is the case, or are they usually actual fans in your experience?   Easy way to spot the retailer or nascent eBayer: the first thing I ask a guest at the table for is their name. Retailers and eBayers never ever want a personalised copy, and tend to freak out a little when I push the point.

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#18]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
<<Retailers and eBayers never ever want a personalised copy, and tend to freak out a little when I push the point. >>

In my minimal experience at signings, I've noticed that, too.

The ONE guy at my first signing who didn't want something personalized put it on ebay. Twice. I didn't know whether to be upset or laugh. At least he bought one, right?

As a young fan, I loved getting stuff personalized, sometimes with little wacky sayings originated by the person doing the signing. (For example, Busiek putting a word balloon saying, "AAAAIEEEE! Russell, help me!" at the Human Torch's mouth on the cover of Marvels #1. That still cracks me up.

From: Wine-Powered Enforcer Maddie (MADDIE_GREENE) [#19]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#17] 27 Oct 2005

Do you still sign all their comics? Do you smite them? Do you sign a random name to every copy? To Ethel. To Barry. To Fritz with love.  And regarding an earlier point: the first time a creator (Phil Jiminez) sent someone with his dolly of comics to the back of the line so I could step up, I was humbled with gratitude. It's not just professional, it's extremely gracious to other fans. We notice and appreciate it.

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#20]  27 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#1] 27 Oct 2005

Con etiquette, oof, what a topic.

I met, and got to watch Neil do his thing in Chicago back when I was doing saint sinner, he is decidedly a master at working an audience. And at the time he was totally looking worn out – was at the height of sandman mania and the poor guy was looking like he’d been dragged behind a truck, and still he shook it off and made the fans feel the love. Was very impressed.

I just stared going to cons a few years ago again, and without question being a gent is the ideal. But man is it hard to be up and on in an airless convention center as people mill around and look at things on the table in front of you like bits of meat, barely making eye contact. I have a pretty impervious ego, stopped giving a @#!% what anyone else thought unless it was good or at least constructive a long time ago, but still it’s tiring to be on display all day. Big factor in using a pen name for me was it was easier to put on a persona than to just be me all day – still me but it helps in that the parameters for who or what Salgood can be in public are different than for Max. Max can get drunk; Salgood has to not let on that max is drunk, and so on.

Its not often but occasionally I’ve had someone show up with a stack of books, frankly it’s a huge complement most of the time, unless as in the case of one guy who showed up this summer in Toronto with all my old marvel and DC work [pre 97] , he seem really uninterested in the person [me] or the books, just after the signature for the sake of completion. I’ll play along then for the good karma still [no line ups being held up for me yet and my stack is decidedly shorter than say someone like Warrens might be, so…] but it reminds me of when I was doing saint sinner and getting a fair bit of attention at cons there for a bit – The Collectables boom was in it’s last year or so of full tilt insanity – I’d had huge fights with my editor about them printing #1 with this god awful foil/embossed combo of effects, and here I was at cons getting someone putting up to 20 copies of ONE issue in front of me which is just nuts. I wanted to get one of those signature stamps and line the books up and whack them all in a row. The idea still makes me smile – which is good when you’re putting on a game face in public….

For my part I’ve seen a lot of the good bad and ugly at cons, so many notables it’s hard to think off the top of my head, but My editor on POTA, Ty Templton is one of the first ‘charm the pants off them’ examples I ever saw – he chats up his fans and goes way over and above the call to duty. Also was pretty impressed with the way David Mack handles his hoards, has a nice laid-back touch. The Royal Academy guys [http://royalacademy.blogspot.com/] and the two Nicks [Marinkovich and Postic] also seem to have a really strong rapport with their fans too, I believe Chip has even had a few, um, interesting offers…..

I do my best but the last year I’ve been short on social energy, not sure I’m really on my game.

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#21]  27 Oct 2005 To: Wine-Powered Enforcer Maddie (MADDIE_GREENE) [#19] 27 Oct 2005

Do you still sign all their comics?   If they turn out to be a store, I tell them that I'll sign their books at the end of the signing period, once all the actual readers are dealt with.  I did sign an admitted eBay copy with ATTENTION EBAY SCUM! or something similar. Usually, I just ask them to go away so that actual readers of my work can get what they want.

From: Jay Brooks (TWEENERJAY) [#22]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
One of the coolest examples of pro behavior I ever saw was from Mike Wieringo at my first Chicago con.

After talking to my wife and I for a half hour (we just saw him milling about at DC, we had no books to sign), he politely excused himself to go stand in line to get his copies of Kingdom Come signed. The man had just finished working on the Flash with Waid a few months ago, but he got in line to wait like any other fan. Any time I've seen him he has been gracious and gentlemanly. I try to keep that in mind as I'm starting to sit on the other side of the table at cons.

From: Stu West (S_G_WEST) [#23]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
There's a story about a fire alarm one year at Archie Goodwin's hotel in San Diego. It's the middle of the night, he and his wife are standing out on the street in their nightclothes, shivering, and a fan walks up with a stack of comics looking for signatures. They say it's the only time Goodwin was ever anything but a perfect gentleman at a convention.

If that's not actually a true story, it should be.

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#24]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#21] 27 Oct 2005

<<I did sign an admitted eBay copy with ATTENTION EBAY SCUM! or something similar. >>

The guy probably boosted the price, just for that.

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#25]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
You know, on the general topic of Act Like a Pro, I actually spent a lot of time trying to figure out what to wear to my first Con as a pro.

Normally I'd wear shorts and a nice shirt, and comfy sneakers. It is Chicago in August, after all.

But I really wanted to make a good impression, both on fans who were there to get my sig on something (there were a few) and on editors I was seeking work from.

I opted for khaki pants, a golf/polo shirt and fairly dressy shoes. I think I wore khakis and a Hawaiian shirt one day, too.

I'm a firm believer in a first impression, and good grooming is part of that. Anyone else deliberately get spiffy for such events?

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#26]  27 Oct 2005 To: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#25] 27 Oct 2005

I'm a firm believer in a first impression, and good grooming is part of that. Anyone else deliberately get spiffy for such events?   Always.

From: David Aja (DAVIDAJA) [#27]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
I met Will Eisner in a comic course, summer 1996. I was with my sketch book while he was speaking, and suddenly, he stoped and came to me. Asked me about take a look at it – obviusly I was ecstatic – He started turning pages and at last stoped in a blank one. ‘This is my favorite one’ – said . Continued explaining how to draw movement, drawing in my sketch book!! Signed, and gave it back to me. He called me “The joint smoker”, but this is another long story…

From: ShawnJDouglas [#28]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Neil Gaiman is definitely a master of working the audience and was both funny and kind while signing things.

My favorite comic signing was with Frank Miller. It was right before THAT YELLOW BASTARD came out and I asked him questions about SIN CITY. He lit up like a kid at Christmas and talked with me for a few minutes telling me about THAT YELLOW BASTARD and how excited he was about it. He was fun.

Met some others, but they were both my highlights. That and I don't do cons so, you know, there you go.

They were isolated incidents of fun.

-SJD

From: Shawn Richter (SHAWN_RICHTER) [#29]  27 Oct 2005 To: ShawnJDouglas [#28] 27 Oct 2005

Erik Kim. Ramon Perez. These are two of many guys in Toronto who always seem to be on top of their game, never in a bad mood, great with fans and upcoming creators, etc. Toronto in general seems to have a great deal of friendly, enthusiastic creators who don't generally get reputations for being hot-heads and dicks.

As to dressing up for cons (not in costume!) yes, I do. I think it's a great place to identify yourself with a readership. So I dress a little skatepunk when I go there, with plaid or patterned shortsleeves over a monocolour t, jeans and Chuck Taylors. Admittedly, this is how I dress most of the time, I still wear my nicest and newest of... edit: shoot, that was supposed to be all! Sorry Shawn!

From: James A. Owen (COPPERVALE) [#30]  27 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#26] 27 Oct 2005

>>>>I'm a firm believer in a first impression, and good grooming is part of that. Anyone else deliberately get spiffy for such events?<<<<

>>>Always. <<<

Ditto that. Same for pitches and portfolio reviews - I'm bewildered by people that bring a bunch of stuff to a con and plop it down in front of Bob Schreck or somebody similar, and are dressed like they'd been dragged behind a bus. Showing a portfolio is a job interview, and one should look the part. Same for a professional appearance.

It's one thing that always impressed me about Howard Chaykin - the jacket and tie. Interviews, appearances - always looked sharp.

From: Katherine Keller (KKELLER) [#31]  27 Oct 2005 To: ALL
In addition to all the names I've seen floated here: Jim Lee, Will Eisner, Neil Gaiman, I'd like to plug ...

Editors: Joey Cavalieri, Scott Dunbier and Diana Schutz. They don't give the automatic blow off I've seen some editors give fans.

Creators: I've seen Eric Shanower, Steve Lieber, Dave Dorman, John VanFleet, Scott Hampton, Chris Moeller, Ray Lago, George Pratt, Jill Thompson, David Lloyd, Eddie Campbell, JH Williams, Gail Simone, Mark Waid, and Jan Duursema exhibit grace under pressure.

Oh, and even after hours under the hot lights at the DC Booth during SDCC, Bill Willingham is still nice, but the best place to meet Bill is at a small con or store signing. Let him settle in and then he'll start telling stories about some of his (mis)adventures. The story about trying to cash a check from Fantagraphics story is pee your pants funny. So is the "hollow turkey" one.

---

From: Corrupted Andrew Diroll (ANDROS13) [#32]  27 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#12] 28 Oct 2005

I always pictured Walt and Louise as the Ward and June of comicsdom.

The only brush I've had is with Gaiman. He accidentally signed my copy of Dream Hunters to the wrong person, scratched out the wrong name and drew little pictures. Fine fellow, all 'round, as far as I know.

From: ShawnJDouglas [#33]  27 Oct 2005 To: Shawn Richter (SHAWN_RICHTER) [#29] 27 Oct 2005

Cheers.

Just never had the opportunity to try a Con.

I was always afraid I would come across as one of those fans every creator dreads.

Don't think I would salivate and make them feel uncomfortable, but why take the chance. B-)

Next time I meet a creator I follow and respect, I'll just offer to buy alcohol and that should be that. Hard to do in the middle of a con.

Later.

-SJD

From: Elizabeth Genco (ELIZABETH) [#34]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jay Brooks (TWEENERJAY) [#22] unread

That's fricking awsome.

From: colleendoran [#35]  28 Oct 2005 To: Corrupted Andrew Diroll (ANDROS13) [#32] 28 Oct 2005

Walt and Weezie are the ginchiest and Neil is incredibly gracious to his fans.

Once Neil and I were walking through a hotel lobby on the way to lunch, and Neil got mobbed, as usual. Now I know how girlfriends of rock stars feel. He worked the crowd and left everyone happy. I nearly starved to death waiting to get out of that lobby, but he would leave no fan disappointed.

One really terrific lady is a writer named Julie Ditrich. She's from Australia. She came out for San Diego Comic Con a couple years back.

I have blood sugar problems that can make me manic with energy or sluggish and looking drunk, which can be amusing, depending on your pint of view. It's one of the reasons I don't do as many conventions as I used to. Anyway, I collapsed behind my table at San Diego a couple of years back with the backlash of one of these moments and got a terrific migraine and nausea to boot. Along comes Julie, sees me in distress, and immediately takes over operations at my booth, which is no mean feat to a San Diego newbie.

While I am prostrate UNDER the table, she's handing me books to sign and dealing with the fans until I could get the energy to shuffle off to the toilet where I could puke in peace.

She was super nice to all the fans, really gracious and funny, and was just a delight to be around.

Not only a pro, but a real trooper and a buddy.

 c

From: Tony Lee (TONYLEE) [#36]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
If we're adding Editors and the like, I'd like to plug Schreck, Dunbier and Didio.

All three made time to speak to me last year when I was still pretty much the wet-behind-the-ear noob at Kev Sutherland's UK cons. And when I was at SDCC this year, Didio not only took the time out to take me to the DC green room to speak to me, but the same night as I was waiting at the Hyatt bar to get a drink he came over and made me do tequila shots with his party while I waited.

Schreck's always had time for the fans, even when he's quite obviously been in a lot of pain from his hip - he's never made a thing of it, and you can see he often remembers faces. He's also the editor who for a period of about 7 months receieved my weekly pimp emails with grace and humour.

Dunbier is a class act all the way. At SDCC he missed a meeting with me and made a point of getting someone to find me (and in the SDCC hall, that's QUITE an achievement) to let me know and, when he had bad news to tell me about a pitch he actually phoned me from the states to let me know, rather than an email.

Of course, he called my no-longer home line, not my mobile - and got a tirade from my ex-girlfriend who thought he was a debt collector or something - and eventually got the number and phoned me, visibly frazzled...

As for professionals? Mike Oeming all the way. I've seen him spend the day running from signing to panel to signing and STILL spend most of the evening in the bar looking at portfolios and keeping the fans entertained.

From: Katherine Keller (KKELLER) [#37]  28 Oct 2005 To: James A. Owen (COPPERVALE) [#30] 28 Oct 2005

Ditto that. Same for pitches and portfolio reviews - I'm bewildered by people that bring a bunch of stuff to a con and plop it down in front of Bob Schreck or somebody similar, and are dressed like they'd been dragged behind a bus  My favorites are the people who try to argue back when getting portfolio critique.  (First off, if you're getting it from *anybody* at DC during a con, you're damn lucky. Second off, if you're getting critique from Marc Chiarello, you're won the lottery -- twice.)  ---

From: Elizabeth Genco (ELIZABETH) [#38]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Personally, Neil is my role model for any and all public conduct. With the way he treats people, it's no wonder that he draws the crowds he does. I've always held graciousness and sincerity as my two most important codes of conduct, so to speak, for myself as a human being. Neil is gracious and sincere on a grand and public scale. Graciousness and sincerity are a given, in life, not just comics.  The life-versus-comics thing is an important non-distinction, too. I'm often quite flabbergasted at how folks present themselves, in things like blogs and message boards and one-on-one.   It's not about working a crowd, it's how you act during the day to day. And a lot of it is just plain common sense.

From: sean witzke (SEANWITZKE) [#39]  28 Oct 2005 To: Tony Lee (TONYLEE) [#36] 28 Oct 2005

I met Oeming at a small local con in Allentown, PA and he was just about leaving as i was walking in and he took the time to talk to me and sign my book. Stand up guy.

From: James A. Owen (COPPERVALE) [#40]  28 Oct 2005 To: Katherine Keller (KKELLER) [#37] 28 Oct 2005

LOL - Chiarello comment.

You just underscored my thought, Kath. Professional appearance and conduct are the BASELINE - getting a chance to make an impression is the crapshoot, so you'd better take every advantage you can.

Even when you don't think it'll be important.

Case in point: I drive (ahem) economical cars. Cindy gets the nice van; I drive the one that I bought at auction, that Does The Job.

Anyway, I once had a crappy little Sprint. Looked awful, drove great.

I pulled up in the Sprint to Atomic Comics in AZ, where I was doing a signing later that day with Mike Mayhew and a bunch of the Ultraverse guys (I wanted to buy the new books before the crowd came in).

I got cut off by a young guy in a sports car, who took the parking spot I was almost in. I parked farther away, and got out about the same time he did. The guy sneered at me, and made a comment about how I should park my piece of crap car farther away so people wouldn't have to look at it.

I smiled and ignored him - then watched in growing dismay as he walked straight to Atomic and went in. I followed and kept a wary eye on the jerk, and headed for the new release wall.

Behind me I could hear the manager greeting this guy - and talking to him about showing his portfolio to the artists later in the day. The manager assured him he'd be able to meet his favorite artist in person.

Then I hear the guy say something about how he really loved James Owen's artwork, and hoped he's make a good impression with his own...

And the manager says, "Well, now's your chance - he's standing right over there."

 *

I didn't have to say a word for him to reevaluate a lot about how he interacted with other people.

From: Jonathan Ellis (JONATHANELLIS) [#41]  28 Oct 2005 To: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#20] 28 Oct 2005

I do my best but the last year I’ve been short on social energy, not sure I’m really on my game.  i think by the end of august, we were ALL just deadly tired

Message 603.42 was deleted

From: Michael L. Peters (MLPETERS) [#43]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#1] 28 Oct 2005

Bernie Wrightson was the first pro-artist I ever met and was very kind to me. I met him at a tiny show he attended in East Lansing, Michigan, and he told me I needed to attend some "real" cons. I spent nearly everything I had to attend the next convention in the Mid-West, Mid-Ohio-Con, where Bernie introduced me to a lot of people, including Joe Pruett, the writer I woked with on "Unbound". The next spring, at Motor-City-Con, Bernie invited me along to dinner, where I got to hang out with other people who's names I'd seen in credit boxes (Tim Bradstreet, Mike Grell). I used to send him photocopies of my work and phone occasionally, until I lost touch when he moved to California.

I met Steve Lieber at the Mid-Ohio-Con Bernie encouraged me to attend. When I showed my samples, he asked who the publisher was (they were just samples), which made me feel great, like I actually could be published. He had the patience to talk shop and showed me a way to figure perspective when the vanishing point would be far off the drawing table -- I've used that trick often and try to pass it on.

Mike Kaluta is always gracious and in good humor at cons. He seems to be amused even by fans occasional bad or downright strange behavior -- something I try to keep in mind when I'm sitting in artist's alley.

 This last one isn't from a con, but through the mail -- I wrote the artist who's been my biggest influence, Barry Windsor-Smith, sending photocopy pages from 2 issues of Unbound (which was then to be titled "Dance With The Gods"). He wrote back a very nice letter, pointing out what he liked about my pages, even though he had enough problems of his own, with Storyteller ending at the time.

http://mlpeters.com
Message 603.44 was deleted

Message 603.45 was deleted

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#46]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
He's gonna read this and think it's butt-kissing, or one more attempt from me to get him illustrating one of my stories, but I don't care. His name's been said here once already, and I have have a tale to tell:

Steve Lieber. Absolute mensch.

I met Steve as a journalist, interviewing him for CBR a few years back. We've kind of kept in touch, mostly through boards like this one, and he's always good for a quote at WW: Chicago.

Anyway, this past WWC was my first as a published pro, and I'm nervous as hell. I'm pitching stories, meeting with editors, the works. And there's Lieber at his unassuming Artist's Alley table. Good view of the porno chicks. I re-introduce myself and we chat about how each of us is doing in the biz. And even though he has full right to let me stand in front of his table while he sits and draws, he invites me to sit next to him to continue the chat.

Gotta say, Steve: It was a tiny thing, but it made me feel like a million bucks. And it was right before I met with an editor at one of the Big Two, and it totally put me at ease for that discussion.

Thanks, pally.

From: Katherine Keller (KKELLER) [#47]  28 Oct 2005 To: Michael L. Peters (MLPETERS) [#43] 28 Oct 2005

I met Steve Lieber at the Mid-Ohio-Con Bernie encouraged me to attend. When I showed my samples, he asked who the publisher was (they were just samples), which made me feel great, like I actually could be published. He had the patience to talk shop and showed me a way to figure perspective when the vanishing point would be far off the drawing table -- I've used that trick often and try to pass it on.  I'm not an artist but I've sat in on a fair number of portfolio critiques and Steve's one of the best. Lucky you.  ---

From: Jackie Estrada (JACKIEE) [#48]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Will Eisner will always be the role model as the consummate professional and gentleman. He treated everyone, fan and pro alike, with the same respect. Unlike many of the "superstars" of comics, he did not focus conversation on himself, even when someone was fawning over him. He would turn the conversation to the other person and seemed genuinely interested in what the other person was working on or had to say. He was also good at handling the rude folks who always seemed to want to interrupt his conversations.  sigh   Jackie Estrada

From: Katherine Keller (KKELLER) [#49]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Crap. More really nice people I've missed mentioning:

Dustin Nyguen, Carla Speed McNeil, Jim Ottiviani, Darrick Robertson, Sam Kieth, David Mack and P. Craig Russell.

---

From: Chris Arrant (CHRISARRANT) [#50]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#1] 28 Oct 2005

At every con I've ran into Jimmy Palmiotti at, he's been great without losing his unique sense of humor. I saw him talking to a young child about artwork and music for about 10 - 15 minutes.

From: Joanne Starer (JOANNE_STARER) [#51]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Amanda Conner is the nicest person in the world. Period.

She has the kind of fans who show up to every convention and ask for a sketch and a photo every time. She knows them by name and talks to them like they're old friends. If it were me, I'd be like, "You already have 47 photos with me!" but not Amanda. I've never seen her cranky, ever.

Message 603.52 was deleted

From: Michael L. Peters (MLPETERS) [#53]  28 Oct 2005 To: Katherine Keller (KKELLER) [#49] 31 Oct 2005

Oh, yeah, P. Craig Russell's great -- I attended one of his storytelling techniques slide shows years ago at Motor City -- the last time Craig attended ('97, I think). It was like a crash course in visual storytelling. That same year, my artist's alley table (only my second year there) was near Craig's. I had brought some penciled pages to ink, and was a little nervous when I noticed Craig standing behind me watching me ink. I'm just glad he didn't say I was doing it wrong.

David Mack is always friendly and hasn't let his Marvel sucess go to his head.

I had an artist's alley table next to Jim Ottiviani's one year at Motor City. His enthusiasm and conversation helped the rest of us through a slow Friday (Fridays are the worst -- everyone's looking, hardly anyone buying and it's easy to panic about making back con costs).

 http://mlpeters.com
From: J. Kevin Carrier (JKCARRIER) [#54]  28 Oct 2005 To: Lea Hernandez (LEA-HERNANDEZ) [#44] 28 Oct 2005

quote: Lea Hernandez

Jane Irwin. I hear she's cool. Funny as shit, too.

I'll drink to that, and add "Patience of a Saint". A bunch of us were hanging out after hours at SPX, and the subject of sales came up. Like a doof, I start pissing and moaning about my lack of success in that area. Instead of smacking me upside the head (like I deserved), Jane listened sympathetically and then gave me some advice that I will hopefully be smart enough to act on. Jane rocks.

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#55]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jackie Estrada (JACKIEE) [#48] 28 Oct 2005

I have to say that my biggest sadness these days about his passing is that I only got to talk to him twice. Selfish I know but he was really great to talk to, & I had so many more questions!

From: colleendoran [#56]  28 Oct 2005 To: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#55] 28 Oct 2005

And Eisner was a smooth dancer. Really loved it. Sweet man.

It was truly enjoyable and educational hearing his old war stories. He could really talk. Just ask him a couple of questions and off he went all night. Same with Nick Cardy. Just the sweetest gentleman, ever. Lovely man! Gracious manners and very enthusiastic and entertaining. Hearing him discuss his adventures in WWII was like walking into a time warp.

Curt Swan was such a beautiful person. He was exactly the man you might picture as the legendary artist behind Superman. He was always carefully dressed, carefully groomed, and was so concerned about the image he projected to the fans. He had a duty to Superman. He was genuinely kind as well.

Frank Miller is an old fashioned gracious gentleman too. He can be downright courtly.

Amanda Conner is so funny and fun and she never gets tired. It's uncanny.

Joan Hilty is underappreciated. She is a direct and forthright person, but always kind as well.

There really are a lot of terribly nice people in comics. Most of the people are pretty nice, really.

 c

Message 603.57 was deleted

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#58]  28 Oct 2005 To: Lea Hernandez (LEA-HERNANDEZ) [#44] 28 Oct 2005

I had diner after a wizard con in Chicago with Carla Speed McNeil, the whole green brain clan [the Merritts], and I think Jane Irwin was there too...and some others as well but names are escaping me. All were really nice people to hang out with, and if I recall Jane, or whom ever I’m recalling with her face [having an aphasic moment], and Carla spent much of the time being very entertaining.  All well met. I do believe someone treated me too, which was totally uncalled for and too kind. I’m going to have to jog my memory, be poor form to forget that next time I see whoever it was….

From: neil kleid (NEILKLEID) [#59]  28 Oct 2005 To: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#58] 28 Oct 2005

If i could go to a convention comprised of just Jane Irwin and Carla Speed McNeil, I'd buy a three day pass.

From: colleendoran [#60]  28 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#4] 28 Oct 2005

Do you have a handler with you at signings? If the crowds are really big, a handler is bad cop. If the creator does the bad cop role, it looks churlish. If the handler does it, it doesn't reflect badly on the creator. They're the secret behind many a gracious signing for creators who might not otherwise get brownie points for good behavior.

I actually had a woman run up behind my table, grab me around the neck in a big hug, and snap it like a chiropractor. Couldn't move right for days. Handlers help prevent that sort of thing. I had a great handler in Singapore and it was one of the smoothest events I ever attended. DC had them for one big signing event I did and I was soooo happy. It went great.

It's really not a good idea to put the burden on the creator to have to control the line. Makes for grumpy moments and it's really too much pressure. No wonder some people get snappy.

 c

From: Derek Burrow (BARD) [#61]  28 Oct 2005 To: Shawn Richter (SHAWN_RICHTER) [#29] 28 Oct 2005

I met Perez a few weeks back at "Word on the Street". Cool guy. Seemed very happy that I knew who he was mainly through his work on RPGs. Speaking of Canadian comic folk, Sean Ward is quite the character at conventions. He wears a suit and has this Southern accent...not sure if its real or affected. But he's real fun to talk with. Shows a real enthusiasm for his stuff, just sort of gets you up in the sale.

As to dressing up, I remember seeing Ray Fawkes one day. He had green streaks into his hair, and explained that it was some kind of image thing, something about needing a "look" in photographs.

From: Jonathan Ellis (JONATHANELLIS) [#62]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#60] 28 Oct 2005

i've done that before, the last time however i was pretty much responsible for everyone on that floor and only had a small number of volunteers to assign here and there

one line i had to cut because the person was going straight from the autograph area to a panel so i put a person at the end of the line to let people know it was cut, people kept lining up anyway and got to be fairly adamant that they were going to stay in line despite that - it got to the point where i just picked up one of the volunteers and started waving him around yelling that the line was cut in as many languages as i could muster

Warren's lucky to have his "filthy assistants"

From: Derek Burrow (BARD) [#63]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Convention ettiquette, at least as far as I know it:

Warren and Bendis.

Not how Warren treated the fans in the line, but his humorous Q&A session. Where people kept bringing him Red Bull and booze. I'm amazed at his constitution. He had the longest lines in the place.

I was unfortunatly stuck between two rather large gentlemen who were...I'm not really sure WHAT they were doing. They didn't want to READ their comics. THey just wanted them signed so they could display them. I'm not entirely sure what the POINT of that is. Me? I got every hardcover (all three) I own of Warren's books signed, and Absolute Planetary presonalized (its the biggest and the prettiest...)...and I'll tell you that lugging that lot around HURT.

At the same con, a bit before Warren showed up, I ended up in the ever shortening line to see Bendis. I hadn't brought any of his actual comics to sign, but rather a copy of the POWERS scriptbook. He just looked at me for one very long moment, and said a very heart felt "Thank you". He honestly seemed happy that someone had read the scriptbook, and had thought it worth bringing to get signed. Nice guy, chatted with him a little after his writing workshop.

Not on the topic of comics, but I met Terry Pratchett a few years back. He refused to sign more than three books...but the three you gave him had humorous bits inside them. "RUN!", "DEJA-FU!", and other such one liners. Quite funny guy...especially when introducing him to some rather odd Canadian concepts like Timbits (donouht holes form Tim Horton's), and Italian soda (not really Canadian, but he was looking at it real odd-like).

From: benjones [#64]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
I'll throw in Tom Beland as my own personal litmus test. From the cons I've seen, he always has three or four people hanging on his every word, a rotating cast of fans. But he always seems to remember every single one of them. He's an absolute sweetheart.

And yes, Carla is a rare gem. After not seeing her for a year between cons, it always seems like she can pick up whatever conversation you were in the middle of the last time. I'm pretty sure she's got some sort of mutant powers of awesome.

From: colleendoran [#65]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jonathan Ellis (JONATHANELLIS) [#62] 28 Oct 2005

Oh yikes, yeah, that's what I mean. Folks can get pretty unruly at some of these shows. I don't think some organizers of signings are really paying attention to how to make sure the guest is accomodated so that the fans can enjoy the experience of meeting the guest when he is in a good mood.

I did a signing with Neil years ago that was a real mob scene. The line went on for eight hours. The show organizers had not made any provisions for bathroom breaks or food. So every time we had to get up and leave the room, we had to walk ALLLLLLL the way past the entire line to get out the front door of the ballroom past all those poor fans waiting for an autograph while Neil walked right past them. It would have been better to have a back exit so he could slip in and out of the room discreetly, but instead, they made Neil look like a bad guy while fans glared knowing that they were going to have to wait even longer. It was very uncomfortable. Our big comic rock star lunch was a 15 minute dash to a hot dog stand and we had to run back and sign for another four hours. We couldn't even take a leak without advertising our exit from the room.

Same thing happened at a Stephen King signing, but after an all day wait, they had to cut off the line and then made King walk past the disappointed fans who had waited hours for him. They would not let him leave by the back door, so it made him look like a snob. But heck, he had a plane to catch.

I really don't know most of the people in comics because it has been years since I did many shows and I don't really socialize in the comics scene, but what I remember is that almost everyone I have met has been pretty nice. Those that didn't seem so were just having a bad day or personalities clashed. That didn't mean they were bad folks.

c

From: Justin Jordan (JUSTINJORDAN) [#66]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
It occurs to me that I have never had a bad experience with any pro I've met. They've been, to a person, pleasant and engaging.

Either comics people are cool or people are just nicer to people over six feet and two hundred pounds.

Walt Simonson is both a nice guy and very, very smart about comics. I sat in on a class on comic art he was giving and it improved my writing, which I thought was fairly impressive.

And to add to the chorus, both Jane Irwin and Carla are extremely cool. I ended purchasing Voglein mostly because I liked Jane (who bears a striking resemblence to my best friend's wife) and ended up enjoying the heck out of it.

So being nice pays.

Edit: The coolest thing I've ever seen a person do for fans wasn't by a comics person, but it was at a con.

At this year's WW Philly, fans were lined up for a few hours to try and get the wristbands to see Batman Begins. Marc Singer, of V and Beastmaster, went down the line and shook hands, signed autographs, and took pictures with anybody who wanted one. Probably took him nearly an hour, and nobody asked him to do.

Marc's a pleasant guy who actually seems genuinely happy to talk to people, but this was especially classy of him, I thought.

Message 603.67 was deleted

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#68]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#60] 28 Oct 2005

Do you have a handler with you at signings?   I have one posted, more for security than anything: but what I really need the handler to do is talk to people a little bit and set them down. There's nothing worse than people who freak out at the table, I feel so bloody bad for them...

From: Jamie Boardman (JAMIE_BOARDMAN) [#69]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#60] 28 Oct 2005

I tend to act as a 'handler' when we've got people doing signings for us. Granted, as that usually means the Bristol convention, I don't imagine for a second that the job's as difficult as it might be at, say, San Diego, but I'd welcome any advice...

In fact, on that note: creators - what do you expect to be waiting for you at the table when you arrive for a signing?

From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#70]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Awwww. You guys are the bestest.  For table behavior, I'll throw in Beland and Kleid's name too. On those rare, grounhog-like occasions when he's spotted outside his burrow these days, Jeff Smith is very kind. I can also spot my husband, who was such a nice guy to me at conventions that I married him.  Jim O's also pure gold. He's also the most self-effacing creator I know this side of Chris Ware, and half the time I want to kick his butt and make him toot his own horn more. "Did you tell them about your interview with Entertainment Weekly? NPR? CBS? Hunh? Hunh?!"  And I can't say "Carla" at the risk of appearing even more sycophantic, but between the encouragement and kindness of her, Jim O and Paul, I stayed in comics when I was going to bail.

From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#71]  28 Oct 2005 To: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#58] 28 Oct 2005

Hm. I wasn't at Wizardworld this year, or last, but I was there three years ago. Katie Merritt and I are renowned for having the same ferret-on-a-double-red-bull marketing technique. Harris? Will you testify based on your morning spent in the henhouse?  Most of the time, I look like this, give or take ten inches of hair.

From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#72]  28 Oct 2005 To: J. Kevin Carrier (JKCARRIER) [#54] 28 Oct 2005

Aw, Kevin, sweetie. You're too hard on yourself. Commiseration is what we do at conventions. If we didn't have the big Midwestern Mutual Appreciation Society, we'd all have quit ages ago. God knows we're not in it for the money.

From: Jim Ottaviani (JIMO) [#73]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Just back from Japan, so I'm not sure what time zone my body is in, much less my brain...please excuse any goofiness here that might result.

People have been saying very nice things about me in my absence, so thanks! Re. enthusiasm, I've tried to become a little more laid back at shows, actually. I'm a textbook introvert, and being on for even a few hours drains the batteries as much as trying to communicate in a third language for three weeks. After a show Steve Lieber has watched me, quite literally, walk into a street sign while staring straight at it. I really do get fried.

I learned a lot from my betters, Steve Lieber being the first to show me the convention ropes. As others have observed, Will Eisner was another fine example. Like Colleen said, most professionals I've met are quite generous with their time and attention.

Jim

From: Chris Gumprich (GUMPRICH) [#74]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
My one convention experience, APE 2004, consisted of nothing but professionalism. I was well-treated by virtually every person (pro or not-quite-pro) that I spoke with, including some already mentioned (Tom Beland in particular did me a very nice sketch that I prize) and others that were surprisingly nice considering their reputation (Gary Groth).  Michael (The Norm) Jantze gets special recognition -- a professional all the way. Took the time to chat with me during a signing, and made an uncomfortable kid feel pretty darn important. Class act all the way.

From: colleendoran [#75]  28 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#68] 28 Oct 2005

quote:
I have one posted, more for security than anything: but what I really need the handler to do is talk to people a little bit and set them down. There's nothing worse than people who freak out at the table, I feel so bloody bad for them...

Oh yeah, and I KNOW they feel terrible afterward. 

c

From: colleendoran [#76]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jamie Boardman (JAMIE_BOARDMAN) [#69] 28 Oct 2005

quote:
I tend to act as a 'handler' when we've got people doing signings for us. Granted, as that usually means the Bristol convention, I don't imagine for a second that the job's as difficult as it might be at, say, San Diego, but I'd welcome any advice...

In fact, on that note: creators - what do you expect to be waiting for you at the table when you arrive for a signing?

I'm sure you know all of this already but here goes:

Beverage of choice and it's a good idea to inquire in advance.

Hand sanitizer. No one ever does this, but it's a Good Thing. 

Access to a bathroom without having to walk the mile right past the row of fans.

Plenty of pens, ballpoint, silver or gold and sharpie. Please have them out of any wrapping in which you purchased them. Slicing your finger on plastic wrapping is not a good way to start a signing.

If it's a long signing, please schedule a break for food and do not make the pro sit there in front of people and eat.

A SIGN that tells the fans what they may and may not do. If there is a five book limit, put it on the sign. If fans can get five books signed and then reenter the line for more, put it on the sign. The last thing in the world some fan who has been waiting an hour with his cart full of goodies wants to know is that they just waited and hour for something they can't get, and having the pro have to tell them this makes the fan pissed off at the pro.

If you've got a table with art and books on it, PLEASE keep the fans from walking up with hot dogs and soda and from plopping their backpacks on the stuff.

The best thing a pro wants is decent advertising and promotion so someone actually shows up. I once did a signing with Eddie Campbell and Joe Sacco and we arrived early to an empty building. The owner announced that "It's not like you're Jim Lee" so she didn't promote the signing beyond a flier on the door. She didn't even have a table set up for us and had not ordered any of our books.

We came back in an hour, the time of the signing, and there was a decent group of people waiting for us (or more likely, for Joe and Eddie). The owner blurted out that she just couldn't understand why anyone showed up to see us on a Monday.

If she had done any promo beyond a flier on the door, I imagine a lot more folks would have shown up for Eddie Campbell. There were no pens, no books, nothing to drink, no chairs, no nothing. We had to ask for chairs.

I profusely thanked her for her hospitality and told her she shouldn't have gone to any trouble at all, and she looked confused. Eddie kicked me underneath the table.

c

From: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#77]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#76] 28 Oct 2005

The best thing a pro wants is decent advertising and promotion so someone actually shows up. I once did a signing with Eddie Campbell and Joe Sacco and we arrived early to an empty building. The owner announced that "It's not like you're Jim Lee" so she didn't promote the signing beyond a flier on the door. She didn't even have a table set up for us and had not ordered any of our books.   Oh, God. Reminds me of the one sf con I've done.

From: Raj Subramanian (RSUBRAMA) [#78]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#76] 28 Oct 2005

The You/Eddie Campbell/Joe Sacco story is very depressing. Your cutting remark at the end does make it a tiny bit better though! Just out of curiousity, how long ago was that signing?

From: McK (JAMIEMCKELVIE) [#79]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#76] 28 Oct 2005

"Hand sanitizer. No one ever does this, but it's a Good Thing."

I know Amber Benson always has a bottle of this with her at all times during cons. Some people get a little sweaty when they are excited, for one thing.

From: ivan brandon (IVAN) [#80]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#76] 28 Oct 2005

that story's horrifying. i recently got asked to do a signing by a retailer who does not carry my books. "just bring your own books to sell, you can keep the money."

From: Harris O'Malley (STUDIOUNDERHILL) [#81]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#71] 28 Oct 2005

<< Harris? Will you testify based on your morning spent in the henhouse? >>

It's true. Get Janers started and she'll zip around the room before you can blink.

Then again, I think i was enjoying the moonpies too much to really pay attention...

From: Jamie Boardman (JAMIE_BOARDMAN) [#82]  28 Oct 2005 To: colleendoran [#76] 28 Oct 2005

Thanks, Colleen.

And re: the Campbell/yourself/Sacco signing: wow. I mean, if you're not going to have the pro's books out to sell, what the hell's the point of doing a signing in the first place? The mind boggles!

From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#83]  28 Oct 2005 To: Harris O'Malley (STUDIOUNDERHILL) [#81] 28 Oct 2005

I'll never forget poor Harris and poor Dan Merritt, trapped in a room with me, Katie, Trisha Lynn, Carla, Lea, and Lisa. Talk about professional composure! Never cracked once, no matter how many boobie stories we told.

Blushed like hell, but didn't crack.

And then we started with the gimp stories.

From: colleendoran [#84]  28 Oct 2005 To: Raj Subramanian (RSUBRAMA) [#78] 28 Oct 2005

quote:
The You/Eddie Campbell/Joe Sacco story is very depressing. Your cutting remark at the end does make it a tiny bit better though! Just out of curiousity, how long ago was that signing?

Hell hath no fury like a Southerner who knows that the worst kind of insult has the surface gloss of a compliment. By the time someone realizes they've been shot, they have bled to death.

This happened about 1999, so Eddie's work in From Hell and Sacco's Palestine were well known. I was the also-ran, but if they didn't want me there, they shouldn't have asked.

Honestly, I do not know why stores have you at signings when they pull stuff like this. There were no expenses for the store, either. We were all there on our own dime. We were in a foreign country at a con and touring some stores and it was just ridiculous.

Eddie was grimly jovial, Sacco was very quiet, and I was seething with the need to inflict ettiquette damage. So, I did.

c

From: Tom Spurgeon (TOMSPURGEON) [#85]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
I spent a SD con where I kept bumping into F. Solano Lopez and I'm pretty sure he's the nicest man in the world, or at least he was for that weekend. He kissed people hello and greeted them by shaking both of their hands with a look of beatific joy on his face like they were a just-reconciled child about to provide him a grandchild. He drew idealized drawings -- and that man can draw -- of the booth helpers and presented them with the drawings and denied they were anything other than photo-realistic. He brought Gary Groth cookies! From South America! It was actually sort of ridiculous.

I've seen Jeff Smith gracious when interacting with people, and I always try to speak to Scott McCloud and Batton Lash at shows just because I find them both to be really pleasant human beings. James Sturm always seemed like the kind of guy you'd give money to start a school, and now he is.

I'm always very impressed with the way Joe Sacco conducts himself; he's a marketing person's dream. I don't know them well, but Marjane Satrapi and Art Spiegelman are both really charismatic.

Ottaviani keeps it together pretty well considering it's a total sham and he hates everybody.

From: B. Ruben Salazar (BALTHAZAR) [#86]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
I had an amazing experience meeting Paul Jenkins in Chicago. Had no idea who he was for two hours as we sat in a bar and talked. After I found out he was Paul Jenkins, we talked for a good portion of the evening, but rarely about comics. He mentioned how much he enjoyed just being two guys in a bar talking instead of comic writer and fan.

It was a really cool experience and actually led to him intorducing me to a ton of other artists and writers that night. The rest of the weekend, I just tried to treat all the creators as people instead of objects. The only guy I ran into who was not completely gracious and friendly was John Cassady, but in hindsight I believe that was my fault. It was after a long night of drinking and I interrupted a conversation between him and someone else so who can blame the guy.

Overall, the con was a great experience for me and I was amazed at how much the creators there gave bck to thei fans. How welcome they make them feel and how amazing they are with their time.

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#87]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#71] 28 Oct 2005

well, i looked you up when i was trying to jog my brain, much better with faces than names, saw that picutre and it fit the one in my head. it would have been in 03? thats three no? I would not be suprised if half the table was on red bull from what i recal. Noramly i can be hyperbolic too, but i had spent a week walking all over chicago taking photos....hey......i just joged a memory of one or more of the folks present asking me to send them shots of the EL that i had taken....

Katie was there too but that's not who i was thinking of

From: Craig Maloof (CRAIG_MALOOF) [#88]  28 Oct 2005 To: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#25] 28 Oct 2005

I'm a firm believer in a first impression, and good grooming is part of that. Anyone else deliberately get spiffy for such events?

----

Yeah, I always am. I always have Khaki's and a long sleeve shirt on. Clean shaven (except for the sideburns. Love my sideburns), do my hair, all of it. I like the feel of it as I don't want to sit there for 8 hours and at the end of the day just look like a horrible mess.

Craig

From: Craig Maloof (CRAIG_MALOOF) [#89]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Throwing in my fair share of people...

David Mack tops my list. WW Philly was my first show ever as the "Guy behind the table and selling stuff". I was downright nervous the entire convention, and on top of that I was losing my voice as I was talking to people the entire convention.

Saturday night, I was at the bar, talking to people, and I finally saw David Mack. I had really never read Kabuki, but I loved his artwork. So, I went up and introduced myself. He knew who I was (I post on the Bendis Board), and introduced me to everyone! It was an amazing night for me as he just introduced me to people from Marvel, creators, the whole works. It was truly awesome and I thank him everytime I see him.

At Chicago, I had the honor of meeting Frank Miller and Jim Lee at like 3AM in the morning. It was Mack, his girlfriend Mandy, her sister Kat, and me. It was just really cool, and the two of them were awesome. We took a ton of pictures and had a great time.

Mike Oeming and Brian Michael Bendis are also really great guys. Oeming always comes over to my table and says hey and we talk for a few minutes. Bendis gave me a hug at Chicago and talked to me for about twenty minutes.

Those are just a few of the many extraordinary creators out there. I have more, but I got little sleep, and I'm just throwing names out there. I'll post more as I remember them.

Craig

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#90]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#71] 28 Oct 2005

More recall, thai food, a few blocks from Quimby's - ring any bells?

Anyway, it was a nice diner and good company.

Some other folks who I should mention; Chris Oliveros is a very nice soft spoken guy, and I met him through Bernie Mireault who is a good friend and fellow well met. And many of the old regular crew from the Jams here, too many to even really start trying to name them all….

ok, got quite slacking and go move stuff

From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#91]  28 Oct 2005 To: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#90] 28 Oct 2005

Oh yes! That was me! We took the eL to Halston and Tim Broderick and Rachel Hartman lead us to Thai food. That *was* a fun time.

Of course, now I have a new, higher bar of obnoxiousness to break, speaking of being professional. I made Trisha Lynn snort cellophane noodles out her nose at this year's annual SPX Mongolian BBQ feed.

Woo!

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#92]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#91] 28 Oct 2005

Yep! That's it. Tim was the one who corralled me at the con, but he never made it to the restaurant in the end himself.

He’s a nice guy too. Haven’t talked to him in a long time.

You were in no way obnoxiousness by the by, just so you know. :)

 not the best of them, but El photos from that trip http://www.rise-fall.com/2003_11_01_workdiaryhistory.html
From: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#93]  28 Oct 2005 To: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#92] 28 Oct 2005

Here's mine:  

From: Maxim Douglas aka Salgood Sam (MAX) [#94]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#93] 28 Oct 2005

Hah, yah I remember that. Yep, that’s me with the blue water bottle and my back to the camera

cant get at them now but i have a few nice ones of that station, dont knowif i took any of us all....

Message 603.95 was deleted

From: Chad Michael Ward (CHADMICHAELWARD) [#96]  28 Oct 2005 To: ALL
My favorite comics people:

Brian Michael Bendis--who was very gracious and helpful to me back when I did a few self published comic ventures. Back in his AKA: GOLDFISH days (and pre-internet) I wrote to him to thank him for such an awesome comic and asked him for a bit of advice on a crime comic I was writing. He actually CALLED ME on the phone and we spent an hour talking comics and technique. He stil remembers me whenver we bump into each other at cons.

Tim Bradstreet--Tim's awesome. My first encoutner with him, I was THAT guy..the oen who's blustering and somewhat of an idiot trying to praise his work. I left a sample of my own work with him and quickly dashed away. Much to my surprise and delight, he actually sought me out after seeing the samples and we've been friends ever since.

Frank Miller--ran into him at a party during the San Diego comic-con. I barely knew what to say but he was polite and very approachable.

Will Eisner--10 minutes with him at ProCon and I was on cloud nine.

Lea Hernandez--Always "mom" at the NBM table.

Bernie Wrightson--great with stories while sharing a smoke and drink

John Cassaday--very gracious and never ceases to impress me with his generousity

and of course Warren Ellis, who was so incredibly nice and personable to my wife at the Berkely Q&A that she STILL brings up it to this day, even though she very much not a comics fan/reader.

Message 603.97 was deleted

From: Harris O'Malley (STUDIOUNDERHILL) [#98]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jane Irwin (JANEIRWIN) [#83] 28 Oct 2005

Comes from most of my friends in college being women. Toughened me up, it did.

Although I'd occasionally have the sudden need for football, beer and swearing.

From: Tony Lee (TONYLEE) [#99]  28 Oct 2005 To: Jamie Boardman (JAMIE_BOARDMAN) [#69] 31 Oct 2005

"In fact, on that note: creators - what do you expect to be waiting for you at the table when you arrive for a signing?"  Dancing girls.  And McKelvie dressed as a lounge singer.

From: Rantz Hoseley (RANTZ) [#100]  28 Oct 2005 To: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#25] 29 Oct 2005

I'm a firm believer in a first impression, and good grooming is part of that. Anyone else deliberately get spiffy for such events?  yeah, absolutely. I make sure, even if it's hot out to wear a good blazer or suit jacket. I'll make sure it isn't too 'stuffy' by mixing up what I'll wear with it (never a full suit and tie). People are visual by nature and anything that makes you more memorable in their eyes, translates to your comics 'Q' rating. (of course, no one knows who the fuck I am, so I may be completely off base here)  In terms of acting with grace, I've met so many folks that just stun me with their courtesy towards both fans and pros alike. Neil's been mentioned a ton, and without a doubt, he's unbelievable at being able to be kind and giving to fans even in some of the craziest situations. My wife didn't believe me when I was telling her stories of his signing until we were talking with him one time, in a venue completely removed from comics, and a fan came up and procedded to have a nervous breakdown trying to talk to him. The entire time, he was very patient and kind, amazing both my wife and I.  Bob Schreck also is pretty incredible. He has a lot of pain he's dealing with in terms of his hips, but even when he's in excrutiating pain, he manages to smile and take the time to look at fan artwork and give constructive, really useful advice... I've seen him do it time and time again, and I keep waiting for him to say 'not now kid' but he never does.  The late Kate Worley was amazing for how much she went out of her way to make the fans feel important and appreciated.   And lastly, although I haven't talked with him in years, I will always owe Randy Stradley for his kindness... at the first SD comicon I went to, I was all full of hopes and dreams of being a comics artist, and went charging up (like an idiot) to Tom Defalco at Marvel... who looked at my stuff and told me I should be a plumber. I was walking around, gut-punched, my head hanging down and was kind of listlessly looking through the stuff at the Dark Horse booth, when Randy noticed the portfolio and asked to see my stuff. I told him no, I was totally shitty and related the earlier incident. Randy told me Defalco had issues, and he insisted on looking at my stuff. While he didn't give me work, he gave me encouragement and some really critical feedback and advice on my work which kept me going.

From: James A. Owen (COPPERVALE) [#101]  28 Oct 2005 To: Rantz Hoseley (RANTZ) [#100] 29 Oct 2005

Wow. Sorry you had that kind of experience with Defalco. Good on Randy, though!

My first experience with a comics pro set the tone, permanently. I was maybe twelve, and just really getting immersed in comics. The Golden Years of Youth sort of immersed.

I found out (through a shop owner) that Don Newton lived in Phoenix, and I was spending the summer with my grandparents in nearby Mesa.

So, I looked up his number in the phone book and called him.

I told him I loved his work on Batman, and that I was going to be a comics artist too, and could I show him my art sometime?

After talking a bit more, he invited me and my grandfather over to his house. We spent a couple of hours looking at his art, and my art, and he gave me some tips, and a gentle critique, and then we went out for pizza.

Above and beyond? You bet. But it helped set the tone for how I try to deal with EVERYONE who ever shows me their work.

Message 603.102 was deleted

From: Michael L. Peters (MLPETERS) [#103]  29 Oct 2005 To: Joe Beller (MOONHOWLER) [#102] 29 Oct 2005

"can you email it to me?" I could if I knew your e-mail. It's far easier to show someone than try to explain it. Send me an e-mail through my website's contact link, and I'll mail back a rough sketch that illustrates the technique.

http://mlpeters.com
From: McK (JAMIEMCKELVIE) [#104]  29 Oct 2005 To: Tony Lee (TONYLEE) [#99] 29 Oct 2005

I dress like that anyway!

From: Tony Lee (TONYLEE) [#105]  29 Oct 2005 To: McK (JAMIEMCKELVIE) [#104] 29 Oct 2005

I know. I reckon it's just gonna take one more drink to make you do it...

From: McK (JAMIEMCKELVIE) [#106]  29 Oct 2005 To: Tony Lee (TONYLEE) [#105] 29 Oct 2005

Note to self: Do not drink at Brighton.

From: jock [#107]  29 Oct 2005 To: Jamie Boardman (JAMIE_BOARDMAN) [#69] 31 Oct 2005

'In fact, on that note: creators - what do you expect to be waiting for you at the table when you arrive for a signing?'

jamie, jamie, jamie... you've gone and done it now haven't you?

 i'll email you with my 'rider', interior design/lily requirements and what colour m+m's i like that week nearer the time.

+ some single malt whisky. thanks.

jock

From: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#108]  29 Oct 2005 To: jock [#107] 29 Oct 2005

<<+ some single malt whisky>>

Sure beats pens and bottled water.

From: jock [#109]  29 Oct 2005 To: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#108] 29 Oct 2005

EXACTLY.

From: Lee Barnett (LEEBARNETT) [#110]  29 Oct 2005 To: Warren Ellis (WARRENELLIS) [#10] 29 Oct 2005

Also, it's totally unprofessional to make up stories about fellow professionals and them disseminate them as truth.  I'd add that it's unprofessional, in my opinon, to loudly slag off a comics professional in all seriousness (to a third person) when you've a queue of people in front of you, wanting something signed.  Happened to me (I was in the process of actually getting somthing signed by the pro) in Manchester at the final UKCAC, in 1998.  It changed my personal view of the guy signing in an instant.

From: Lee Barnett (LEEBARNETT) [#111]  29 Oct 2005 To: Russell Lissau (RLISSAU) [#13] 30 Oct 2005

<<k and i have a sort of motto we follow that is "WWJD" which stands for "what would jim (lee) do?">>  Having both interviewed Jim and seen him in action at cons, I say that's an outstanding motto to follow.  Whenever I have a pro guest on the Hypotheticals panel, I scour the internet for interviews with the creator, to see if I can discover anything that would either upset them or make them feel uncomfortable... in order to ensure that I don't end up writing a scenario for the panel that they're going to be embarassed over.  (The idea, after all, is that they enjoy it.)  Almost uniquely, Jim was one guest that I couldn't find a single interview or story about where he'd been less than courteous or upset in the least.  Moreover, although we've never charged for entry, until last year, Dave and I had to pay for the room hire for the panel. I attempted something to recover the cost (t-shirts) and lost a decent amount of money on the deal.  When Jim heard of it, he immediately offered to cover the deficit himself.  We didn't (couldn't!) accept, of course, but the fact that he was prepared to speaks volumes of the man.

From: Lee Barnett (LEEBARNETT) [#112]  29 Oct 2005 To: Stu West (S_G_WEST) [#22] 30 Oct 2005

At a British con a few years ago, John Romita Jr was doing signings on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning.  He signed for a few hours on the Saturday and then overran on his time and had to leave, with still about a dozen people in the queue.  He quickly scribbled out on sheets of paper an "IOU" and said that when they came the following day, to show it to him and they'd jump to the head of the Sunday queue.  Sunday comes along and there's a young boy (maybe 10?) half way down the queue. Romita recognised him from the previous day and called him forward, explaining very politely to the next person in the queue* what was going on.  When the child (very embarrassed by an entire queue looking at him) said something like "No, that's ok, I can wait", Romita got out from behind the desk, walked over to him, took him by the hand and led him to the front of the queue.  *Yeah, that was me.
From: Lee Barnett (LEEBARNETT) [#113]  30 Oct 2005 To: ALL
Two names that haven't come up yet, but who I've never seen anything less than completely gracious and incredibly professional:  Dave Gibbons and Mike Collins.  Gentlemen both.

From: Stu West (S_G_WEST) [#114]  30 Oct 2005 To: Lee Barnett (LEEBARNETT) [#112] 30 Oct 2005

I was waiting for you to say "And that young boy... was me," along the lines of the ending to the movie THE POSTMAN.

From: McK (JAMIEMCKELVIE) [#115]  30 Oct 2005 To: Stu West (S_G_WEST) [#114] 30 Oct 2005

Come on, I don't think JRJR was working in 1912.

From: Lee Barnett (LEEBARNETT) [#116]  30 Oct 2005 To: McK (JAMIEMCKELVIE) [#115] 30 Oct 2005

You young whippersnappers have no respect for us old-timers.

From: David Wynne (DAVIDWYNNE) [#117]  31 Oct 2005 To: ALL
First of all, I want to second that about Dave Gibbons- when I was about 14 or 15 (so, 11 or 12 years ago) he did a signing at my local comic shop, which was about 6 weeks away from going bust. The guy who ran the place had obviously organised the thing to try and get a bit of extra business, but he hadn't bothered to do any kind of publicity so far as I could tell. The only people there were the shop's regular clientelle, which was made up entirely of kids from my secondary school which was just round the corner. Most of these kids weren't even into comics, really, they only went there to shoplift (this was during the whole "comics are a better investment than diamonds!" era, so they all thought they were going to make a fortune out of it), and the only reason they'd come to see Mr. Gibbons was because he was promoting his Batman V Predator comic at the time, and of course they all loved Predator. I swear, I was the only kid there that I knew of who actually knew who he was. So there's Dave Gibbons sitting at a tiny little table in a dingy little comic shop that was situated (I kid you not) in the back room of an office supplies store, surrounded by shouting, swearing, obnoxious school children who all wanted pictures of The Predator, but none of whom were actually buying any of the huge stacks of Watchmen and Give Me Liberty TPBs that the shop owner had ordered in specially (except me, I got one of each), and he was nice, friendly and polite to everyone. he must have drawn about a hundred pictures of Predator that day. And his smile didn't slip once as he explained to each of these kids, one after the other, that no, he didn't draw this latest comic, he wrote it.  My little sketch of Dr Manhattan that I got that day is on display in my hall way now, so it's one of the first things anyone sees when they come to my house.

I also would like to say that as a regular at UKCAC from 91 'till the last one in London (95? 96?), I think it's a crime that no-one has mentioned Alan Grant, Brian Bolland, Carlos Ezqurra or Simon Bisley in this thread. All four of them were very nice to me on (in some cases) multiple occasions while also dealing with extremely difficult people. The last time I met Bisley, the guy in front of me asked him for sketch of "Batman versus Judge Dredd. And make it detailed". And amazingly, he didn't kill him.

I also met Garth Ennis, John Mcrea, and Steve Dillon in Brighton once, and they were all exceptionally nice as well.

Oh, and Kevin O'neill is a saint.

Sorry this post was so long winded, but this is probably the only chance I'll ever get to big these people up for being so nice, and that seems like the point of this thread, kind of, so there you go.

From: Rhymes With Weezer (SCOTTBIESER) [#118]  31 Oct 2005 To: Rantz Hoseley (RANTZ) [#100] 31 Oct 2005

Geez, Rantz, you have to be the 30th or so creater I've heard of that has a story about DeFalco behaving badly.

I've got one of my own, but I won't elaborate here, though it's on my blog if anyone cares.

Maybe we should all form a drinking club -- Friends of Mr. Stupid, or something like that.

From: Shannon Chenoweth (SHANNON) [#119]  31 Oct 2005 To: ALL
This is an awesome thread!

I've had great experiences with pros. I've only had one or two incidents where there was some sort of negativity or whatnot.

Bendis. Ok, I have to throw his name out first, because he was the first creator I really met when I was new to comics. I was reading USM and Powers, and met him months later. I was volunteering at the con, and was put in charge of helping in Artist Alley. I went around asking everyone if they needed anything, etc. At the end of the day, I finally introduced myself to him. He recognized my SN from his board, which surprised me considering I had only been posting on his board for a couple months or so. He then gave me one of his comics to read that night, and told me not to worry about paying him til the next day. I couldn't believe this guy was trusting me, not to mention so damn nice!Jump to now, Bendis is still tops on my list. Always there for his readers/fans.

Oeming. I had the fortune of sitting with Mike for a good deal of Megacon this year, since I run his website. The way he treats his fans is amazing. I learned so much from him just being there.

Frank Miller. It was Sunday night after WWChi this year, and I was sitting in the bar with some friends. In walks Miller with some people. They end up sitting a few booths down from us. The bar itself was pretty empty, since everyone from the con had pretty much left. I looked at my friends and told them how great it would be if I could shake Mr. Miller's hand. After a bit of pushing, I finally went over. Part of me felt bad since I didn't want to disturb the man. I stood near him for a moment before he noticed me. I then introduced myself and told him I just wanted to thank him. He was so incredibly nice. He took my hand and we talked for a minute. I left with a big grin on my face. :)

David Mack is always extremely awesome, Greg Horn is great, Mike Manley, Michael Lark, Brian K. Vaughan, Tony Harris and others I know I am forgetting.

S!

From: becky cloonan (BECKYC) [#120]  1 Nov 2005 To: ALL
i have been reading this thread the whole time but haven't said anything yet!!! anyway I met David Mack and Andy Lee at my first Con, I think it was in Philly or Pittsburgh in 99. I had with me 400 copies of a mini comic (my first!) in my bag and I was just giving them out to people behind a table. David and Andy were both totally awesome and having read all of Kabuki, I was floored by their enthusiasm for my chicken-scratch comic.

T_T and every con after that they remembered me and asked me if i had any other minis!!! tears of joy, i'm so serious... So with that in mind I make an attempt to encourage the youth of comics, and i mean... just try to give out that experience that I had way back when. It was so encouraging, especially when the life of a professional comic artist seemed so far away...!

I also met Tim Bradstreet and Bob Shreck when I was just starting out and have similar good-feeling memories of them. :D but yeah.

these stories are all so awesome...!!! MAN you know i was just talking to a friend the other day about this too, how we have one of the BEST industries!!! Even if there's some drama and some beef, I mean it's such a small community and there are so many supportive people just trying to make awesome comics!!! and Oh em geeeee it's so fucking awesome!!!! And i mean comics are totally awesome, but really it's the people who make the industry up that make it like wicked sweet!!! i can't even think straight, aghh!! you've blinded me with comics!!!

XD!!!!!!!!

From: Craig Maloof (CRAIG_MALOOF) [#121]  1 Nov 2005 To: becky cloonan (BECKYC) [#120] 1 Nov 2005

Ooh, that is someone I forgot. Andy Lee is beyond awesome.

Craig

From: Michael Joseph Vincent McDermott (MJVMCDERMOTT) [#122]  1 Nov 2005 To: becky cloonan (BECKYC) [#120] 1 Nov 2005

What are you on and where can I get it?

I'd pay for that kind of enthusiasm!

I'd also pay large sums to be able to draw the pyrty pikchurs like you do too....

From: Joey Groah (JOEYGROAH) [#123]  1 Nov 2005 To: ALL
Mike Omening stands out. Made a quick, positive impression just by chatting. I went back and bought his Hammer of the Gods run.  And Josh and Jon Luna. They were incredibly gracious and took a buck hit when they ran out of exact change. I hit an ATM later and dropped off the dollar and I've bought their stuff since.  I've only been to a few small cons, and most of the folks at last years Baltimore Con seemed to be having a great time. Nice group.  My friend Jen got me an autographed copy of Neil Gaiman's Anasi Boys and as a non-comics/non-Gaiman fan she was blown away with how he worked the crowd and made everyone feel like he was there for them.

From: Dave Cummings (DAVECUMMINGS) [#124]  1 Nov 2005 To: ALL
I never made it to the major cons. Most I've been to was the shitty local cons in Indianapolis.

The few creators I've met have been nothing but nice though.

Jim Krueger, I met him a few years ago. I never read footsoldiers or any of his other books. But he gave me a handful of footsoldiers, which I dug.

Gene Ha was cool. I dug the crazy shit he'd make people do for sketches.

Daryl Banks was pretty cool too. He was signing with Gene.

I met Greg Land, who actually lived in Indiana. But I met him right before he moved down to Florida to work at Crossgen. He was really nice.

But, the two creators I have to say were the best that I've met were Stuart Sayger and Durwin Talon (he drew the covers for the second Queen and Country arc and Skinwalkers).

Stuart, I met him about 3 years or so ago, when he finished his first issue of Shiver in the Dark, before he started soliciting it through Diamond. At the time, he worked at Comic Carnival, a local comic chain in Indianapolis. I was in there and bought a Kabuki figure (I don't normally buy figures, but this was a cool looking figure, it was the bloody Kabuki from the end of Circle of Blood) and me and him got into a discussion about Kabuki and our favorite artists. I didn't even knew he drew comics, but he handed me a copy of his book, with a sketch on the cover. I would always run into him at the shops and talk artwork. I got invited to do little "jam" drawing sessions, but it'd always fall on the worst possible time. But he has always been cool to me.

Durwin Talon was a funny story. He was a professor of mine at Indiana University's Indianapolis campus. He'd teach video game character design. We'd have to draw conceptual sketches, turnarounds, actually physically sculpt the character and then create them in maya. Before the class started, I picked up the book, Panel Discussions, which was a series of interviews with various artists like Mike Mignola, Mike Wieringo, Brian Stelfreze, and others about thier craft. One day after class, me and him started talking comics, because in the course of the lecture that day, he'd mention how people should look at Bruce Timm's character designs for the Batman Animated Series. But later that day, I was home, and I was flipping through Panel Discussions and I noticed the author of the book and did a double take. I realized that he wrote the book.

Durwin, though was my favorite professor. When I graduated, he said if I ever needed help getting work in illustration to talk to him. He's a class act.

But when it comes to interacting with professionals, I go about it the same way I've interacted with people from bands I've hung out with (like members of Fear Factory, Slipknot, Godsmack and Static-X). I just try to talk to them like they are normal people. I don't try to assign a god like status on them like some people do. I just think the best thing is to treat them like a normal person.

~Dave

From: fred gallagher (FREDRIN) [#125]  1 Nov 2005 To: ALL
Well, in my experience, most fans seem to be pretty good about treating you with respect if you treat them with respect. I tend to stay quite busy signing stuff at cons, but thats only because i'm stupid enough to sit there all day with minimal breaks :) that and i'm slow - i do quick sketches for everyone, of whatever characer they want.

Over time, i have had to make some rules, not because of any laziness on my part, but because i've noticed that that one person who asks for tons of things or some bizzare request tends to really irritate the people waiting behind them. Right now, i'm trying to limit people to one sketch per person (tho i will sign multiple things). I've had people come up with a stack of books for their entire anime club to be signed and little post its for what character they each wanted drawn. Those just make you cringe... but if you handle it professionally (i tend to say 'leave it here, i'll do it later when i have some time, or that i really can only do one sketch but sign the others) i've started to let people know the rules in my online rants so that most people know ahead of time... Otakon wasn't too bad this year - the last time i was there i didn't have such controls in place and the line was a nightmare...

Anyways, there are some funny things you come across from time to time. I had someone hand me a book and upon opening it up i found that i had signed it two years ago - to someone else (name and all). The person who handed me the book said he got it on ebay and didn't realize it had been signed or had a sketch in it. i laughed and drew him something else on another page.

At Anime Central this year i had someone give me three of my books to sign, and as i was finishing the first sketch, i noticed that the books had stamps on all three sides of each book - for a local library. Since he had asked me to sign them for him in his name, i realized that he must have swiped them from the library. I suppose i was somewhat boggled by the audacity of this, and didn't say anything... i still wonder if i should have said something. My wife, who happens to be a Librarian, would probably have wanted to confiscate the books. Maybe in retrospect, i should have talked to him about it, taken the books, and just given him free replacements and returned the books myself. I dunno, its not a situation you ever plan on.

(I'm tired, please forgive graphical fax paus in my post :)

Oh, and i once was one of those people responsible for keeping Mr. Gaiman longer at a signing than i think had originally been planned - i was last in line at that particular con. Nicest guy you'd ever meet :)

fredrin

Message 603.126 was deleted

From: jock [#127]  1 Nov 2005 To: becky cloonan (BECKYC) [#120] 1 Nov 2005

'aghh!! you've blinded me with comics!!!'

hahaha.... that'll learn ya becky!  'can't escape the.... comics... they're everywhere.......... in my eyes!! MY EYES!!!'

From: Sandy Jarrell (SANDYJARRELL) [#128]  1 Nov 2005 To: ALL
Another vote for Walter Simonson and P. Craig Russell. Generous with their time. Super-nice. Years ago, PCR phoned me on his own dime to give a lengthy critique of some pages I'd mailed him. Awesome.

From: Carla Speed McNeil (SPEEDMCNEIL) [#129]  1 Nov 2005 To: fred gallagher (FREDRIN) [#125] 1 Nov 2005

Is it possible he bought them from the library? My local public libraries have a surprisingly high turnaround, and correspondingly frequent sales to clear shelf space.

Message 603.130 was deleted

From: Jim Ottaviani (JIMO) [#131]  2 Nov 2005 To: Lea Hernandez (LEA-HERNANDEZ) [#130] 2 Nov 2005

Speaking for the moment as a librarian, though not a public librarian so YMMV from what I know:

Yes, in my experience books with legs often aren't officially borrowed before they go missing. Why leave a trail, ya know? (Though as in many cases of thievery, surprisingly often the thieves don't think that part through:"How'd you know I was the last one to have the book?" "Well, you see this library card number here on the loan, and how it matches yours...?")

Jim

From: Jim Zubkavich (ZUB) [#132]  2 Nov 2005 To: ALL
Scott McCloud: Scott's always been supportive and unbelievably and kind. He's got more energy than almost any other creator I know. He and I had been chatting via e-mail about my online comic at the time and when I finally had a chance to meet him in person at San Diego in 2002, he was unbelievable.  David Mack: Energetic, enthusiastic - just perfect. When he went to sign a copy of Kabuki-Scarab that I'd just bought from his table and he noticed that the first page was a bit crumpled, he gave me another one and insisted that I keep the slightly damaged one for free. "Give it to someone else to enjoy."  Bendis: Amazing stories and always happy to talk and interact with fans.  More when I've got time...
